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Important Dates 
December	2015	

•Dec 5 – Annual 
Christmas Party 
at King Lobster 
Palace 

•Dec 19 – Last 
Day of Chinese 
School 

•Dec 19 – Nerf 
Wars at Quon 
Yick Noodle 
Factory 

•Dec 24 – 
Christmas Eve 

•Dec 25 – 
Christmas 

•Dec 31 – New 
Year’s Eve 

• Jan 1 – New 
Year’s Day 
 

President’s	Message	

The chill is in the air, the decorations are in the stores, and sweaters are 
coming into season, we know one thing is near….CHRISTMAS. 

We just finished Thanksgiving and the next day, radio stations started their 
Christmas carols and I will tell you that we would receive our first Christmas 
card (no fail from our good friend).  Family and traditions - that is what we 
celebrate.  We are part of the BIG FAMILY – SGVCCA.  

Through the years, my family had spent plenty of time with the organization.  
Through the Chinese School, practices, performances, parades and parties, 
we would see them every week.  It never fails that I would be calling one of 
the board members to asked about a coming event or to just ask “How are 
you doing?”  We have developed tight relationships and kids are welcome to 
each family’s home.  We support each other and provide with any kind of 
assistance.  We are happy for their accomplishments – big or small.  
Graduation or a new job we cheer them all.  We network and use our 
resources to get them a job.  We are proud of our kids and look forward in 
their growth and maturity. 

As with the traditions, we always get together - Chinese New Year, August 
Moon, picnics, and Christmas Party.  Speaking of which, we are having our 
Christmas Party on December 5th at King Lobster Palace in Orange, 
California.  We shall have our white elephant gift exchange, photo booth and 
the ugly sweater contest.  We could have more raffles and games coming 
up.  Then we have the youth’s Nerf War at the Quon Yick Noodle Factory in 
El Monte, CA on December 19th.  This is going to be awesome.  This party 
is open to all!  Did I not tell you we do get together? 

We call on to everyone to continue to be involved with the Association, have 
your family grow with us.  It is not something that you will regret but rather to 
treasure through the years. 

So without further ado, let me wish you and your family the Merriest of 
Christmas and a Prosperous and Healthy New Year! 

      Bernadette Wong 

      President 
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Education	
Students are getting back into the routine of learning to read, write, and speak 
Mandarin on Saturday mornings again. They are eager to come to school to be 
with their friends, and they look forward to spending their dollars at the snack cart.   

We started the school year with Mrs. Wong teaching the new students to properly 
hold a Chinese brush for Calligraphy. Not to my surprise, most of the returning 
students did remember how to hold their brush and writing the characters came 
naturally. So parents, they do remember and they do learn.   

In Kung-Fu class, students are trying to remember all the forms from previous 
years.  Summer break means no practice.  As the saying goes, “if you don’t 
practice you forget.”  But instructor Howard quickly brings the memories back with 
each movement they take together.  As always, he tries to make it fun. 

In cooking class, students cut, chopped, sliced and diced. They cried from cutting 
onions and were hands-on in cooking the food.  In every cooking class, all the 
students just couldn’t wait to taste the foods they made and they would all say, 
“smells so good.” I’m so happy to see that all students are so open to trying the 
food that they prepared. For some, these flavors are all new, however they tried it 
anyways.  

In the classrooms, teachers are working hard in getting the students to practice 
speaking in Mandarin. When Halloween arrived, students learned words 
associated with the American tradition. They learned to say Halloween phrases 
such as witch, pumpkin, spider web, candy, etc. The next few months, students 
will learn phrases associated with Thanksgiving and Christmas. Soon a whole 
new year would have gone by again. 

As always, we encourage parents to ask their children to share what they did and 
learned that day. It helps the students practice their speaking skills. Encourage 
your children to share what they learned and know with friends and families.  

School will be closed for: Thanksgiving: November 28, 2015 and resume on 
December 5, 2015. Christmas: December 26, 2015 and New Year: January 2, 
2016. School will resume on January 9, 2016.       

Happy Holidays Everyone!  Wishing everyone, “Peace, Good Health and 
Happiness in their Heart and Home”.   

Thank you for supporting your children and our school. 

Education Chairs 

Jennifer Diep 

Hung Heng	
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Photos	from	Chinese	School	
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Down	the	Memory	Lane…	Ka-Yun’s	Edition	

By Ka-Yun Chan 

Dat da da dat dat dat 

This is what drumming sounds like. For those 
who know me, I actually asked someone to 
help me out type the beats out. I started 
attending lion practice when I was in sixth 
grade. I remember showing up to one practice 
and having so much fun with friends I met at 
Chinese school.  

Little did I know how much I would get 
involved and grow with my SGVCCA family. I 
have one memory that is a great example of 
what this Association is all about.  

Going back to the very beginning of this 
article, I’ve been performing since 2003 and I 
still cannot “sing” out the beats for lion dance 
routines. I’m deaf. Even with hearing aids, it’s 
still hard for me to distinguish the beats. My 
eyes are my ears. Now, remember this as I 
explain the next part. 

The process to get into lion dancing usually 
start with learning instruments then basic lion 
dance moves. From there, the lion personality 
develops and lion dancers learn the routines.  

My trainer at that time, Sheldon, noticed I 
couldn’t play cymbals without looking at the 
drumming. But because I watch the lion 
dancers practice their routines over and over, 
I already memorized 1A before the trainers 
taught my group and me. 

It was almost time for me to start performing. 
The hard part is how do I know when to start 
or what to do as soon as the specific beats 
start?  

I started practicing routine over and over to 
build up my muscle memories. But I didn’t 

think I was going to actually perform especially for 
Miss Chinatown Pageant or even get to the level of 
being part of stacking team.  

Sheldon and other trainers started finding ways to 
adapt practices for me. For example, when I’m in the 
lion head, I cannot hear anything clearly. So, I 
wouldn’t be able to hear the drill practices. Instead, 
we had someone “telling” me the directions by 
“drawing” on my back. It worked.  

Going back to performances, how do I adapt? 
Communications and teamwork were (and still are) 
the keys. Jennifer was my tail and we would practice 
over and over. Once the music starts, Jennifer would 
cue me by tapping the beats on my hip. Once I 
started performing, everything was easy.  

Anytime, I do not feel confident about certain beats 
and if I could hear them at right timing, I tell my 
partner to tap me at that moment so I know what to 
do. That’s all it took. 

Not many years later, I was performing at Miss 
Chinatown Pageant and even got to do stacking 
performances with Brent as my partner. Small 
actions like these show how much support from this 
youth group. It definitely made me feel like I was part 
of the group.  

I still remember the routines, even though I need a 
fresher here and there. I still cannot do cymbals 
without looking at the drumming. I still communicate 
with my partner on when I would need help. 

SGVCCA holds a sweet place in my heart. And I 
know this association does so much for many 
others.  

A quick article as Bas Lim is currently on vacation. If 
you would like to share your story, email 
kayun.chan.3@gmail.com. We would love to hear 
yours! 
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Editor’s	Notes	

Happy December! 

I hope everyone had a great Thanksgiving! 
Can you believe we’re just a month away from 
2016?  

To follow up with last newsletter, we had a 
post-celebration to thank everyone who 
helped with Sriracha factory performances. 
The very last performance, everyone came 
and the lions led the visitors around the entire 
tour. We had a grand Korean BBQ feast to 
celebrate! 

By the way, if you haven’t check out its tour, I 
suggest you check it out. It is fascinating and 
open throughout the year! 

For this newsletter, our cultural chair is 
currently on vacation so I hoped you enjoy a 
quick article about my personal experience as 
part of the youth group. 

Also, welcome Edwin Chung and Victor Yu on 
the board for Performances and Training for 
our lion and dragon dancers! We are very 
excited for next year especially during our 
busy season, Chinese New Year!  

 

 

We will be planning on attending San Francisco’s 
Chinese New Year Parade in addition to LA’s 
Chinese New Year Parade. If you’re interested, do 
show up to the dragon practices on Saturdays. We 
still have our lion dance practices on Wednesdays. 
It is welcome for everyone. Just dress comfortable 
and warm. 

And we have quite exciting events for this month! 
The Annual Christmas Party is just around the 
corner and SGVCCA hopes to see you don your 
best ugly sweater and have a great time! And we 
will also be hosting the Nerf Wars! It is open for 
everyone! Be sure to check the flyers for more 
information.  

Have a wonderful rest of the year! As always, feel 
free to send your comments, questions or anything 
via kayun.chan.3@gmail.com. And you can always 
find us on Facebook: facebook.com/SGVCCA 

  Editor 
  Ka-Yun Chan 

Photo	from	
performance	for	
Sriracha	Tours.	
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Upcoming	Events!	

For more information, please contact Laurie Truong: laurie.truong@gmail.com 
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SAN GABRIEL VALLEY CHINESE CULTURAL ASSOCIATION 
 

NEW MEMBERSHIP OR RENEWAL FORM FOR JULY 2015-JUNE 2016 
 

(Please print with Black or Blue Ink Pen) 
 
Name: ____________________________ Occupation: _______________ 
Spouse Name: ______________________ Occupation: _______________ 
Address: ____________________________________________________ 
City: ______________________________CA  Zip Code: ______________ 
Home Phone: (____) ______________Cell Phone:(____)______________ 
E-mail Address:_______________________________________________ 
Children’s Names & (Ages): _____________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________ 
 
Membership Donation: Family……………………………$25.00 __________ 
Individual (18 yrs or older)……………………………….. $15.00 __________ 
 
Newsletters are currently posted on the website.  Please advise if you prefer 
to have it mailed to you: ___________________________________ 
 
I, the undersigned, hereby give permission to SGVCCA to use pictures or        
photographs taken of me or my family for use on its website:       
www.sgvcca.org or www.lion-dragondance.org or for publication. 
 
 
Signed: _________________________________Date:________________ 
 
 
Please return this form and check made out to SGVCCA and send to: 
SGVCCA – Attn: Membership 
P.O. Box 155 
West Covina, CA 91790 
____________________________________________________________ 

For the latest information on Association Activities check out: 
www.sgvcca.org or www.lion-dragondance.org 
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San Gabriel Valley Chinese Cultural Association 

PO Box 155, West Covina, CA   91790 

www.sgvcca.org / www.lion-dragondance.org  

The San Gabriel Valley Chinese Cultural Association was organized in 1968 to encourage 
and promote the enrichment of the Chinese language and culture and to share these interests 
with the community-at-large. By charter, the SGVCCA is non-political and non-sectarian and 

is incorporated as a non-profit, tax exempt organization, supported and maintained by the 
contributions and donations of its members and friends to help defray the cost of promoting 

the cultural and language programs. 

SAVE THE DATE for SGVCCA Annual 
Spring Banquet 
When: April 30, 2016 

Where: Paracel Seafood Restaurant 
15583-89 Brookhurst St. 
Westminister, CA 92683 


